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Sir: ~- 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Consideration of the attached and return of an initialed copy of the attached PTO 
1449 Form, pursuant to MPEP § 609, are requested. 

The Certification required by Rule 97(e) for consideration of the attached can not 
be made. The attached documents were cited in an Opposition in a copending related 
foreign application more than three months ago. 

The Examiner is requested however to use her discretion and consider the 
attached and make the same of record by returning an initialed copy of the attached 
PTO 1449 Form. 

The applicants presently believe the attached documents are no more material 
than references already of record. The attached references appear to relate to HCV-1 , 
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MAERTENS, et^l. 
Serial No. 09/851,138 

a genotype 1a isolate. The applicants believe the HCV-1 sequence(s) are included in 
the sequence alignments of the present application (see , for example, the Figures). 

Return of an initialed copy of the attached PTO 1449 Form is requested. At a 
minimum, the Examiner is requested to place the attached in the above-identified file. 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent pages, etc.) 



Choo et al. 



PNAS 1991 88,2451-2455 



Genbank Accession no. M62321. Hepatitis C virus.. .[gi:329873] Hepatitis C virus polyprotein precursor (HCV- 
1) mRNA, complete cds; VRL 02-AUG-1993 Choo,Q.-L, Richman.K., Han,J.H., Berger,K., Lee.C, Dong,C., 
Galiegos,C., Coit,D., Medina-SelbyA, Barr.PJ., Weiner,A., Bradley,D.W., Kuo,G. and Houghton,M. :Genetic 
organization and diversity of the hepatitis C virus, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 88 (6), 2451-2455 (1991) 



* Examiner 



Date Considered 



Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to application. 

Form PTO-FB-A820 (Also PT0-1449) 
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